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Basic Computer  

Maintenance 



Current Topics 

Ransomware - #WannaCry, #WannaCrypt 

 

“Kill Switch” found  

by a Purdue Alum!! 

 



Computer Maintenance Issues 

• Heat 

– Dust trap heat 

– Blocked airflow 

• Mechanical stress/wear 

– Fans 

– Mechanical disk drives 

• Old software 



Maintenance Checklist 

• Fight Off Dust 

• Open up and Clean Desktops 

• Ensure airflow 

• Update Software 

• Backup (Scott’s rule of 3) 

• Current Antivirus/Antimalware 

• Run full Antivirus scan 

• Uninstall old applications 

• Clear internet temporary files (aka cache) 

 



Air-In-A-Can 



Tools - iFixit 



Fight Off Dust 

• Periodic vacuum and Dust-Off 

• Clear fan area 

• Clear keyboard 



Desktops – Open It Up 

• Blow out dust 

• Check airflow and fans 



Airflow 



Airflow 



Update Software 

• Try to stay within 3-5 days of current 

– Operating System 

– Key application 



Backup 

• Data on your machine 

• Copy somewhere else in your house 

• Copy somewhere in the Cloud 

 

• More protection is never a bad idea 



Current Antivirus 

• Current “core software” 

• Database updates at least weekly 



Run Full Antivirus Scan 

• Periodically run a full scan 

– Quarterly  

– Can take many hours 





Clear Internet Cache 



Keep Your PC Clean 


