Church Records




What's important about Church Recordse

» Contain Vital Records

» Primary Sources — created at the time of the
event by an eyewitnhess

» Typically begin earlier than civil records

» Particularly comprehensive when there is o
state church




United States Church Records

Information contained in Church Records varies by denomination, but may
include:

» Christenings/Baptisms
Marriages

Burials

Confirmations
Communion

Admissions and removals
Financial records

Sunday School lists
Church Censuses
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Church newsletters
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St. Paul’'s Evangelical & Reformed Church records, Hermann, MO



How to Locate U.S. Church Records

Some Major Religious Denominations

Anglican

Baptist

Buddhist

Church of the Brethren
Congregational
Disciples of Christ
Dutch Reformed
Episcopal

German Reformed
Greek Orthodox

Huguenot

Jehovah's Withesses
Jewish

Latter-day Sainfts
Lutheran

Maronite Catholic
Melkite Greek Orthodox
Methodist

Mennonite

Moravian

Muslim

Pentecostal

Presbyterian

Roman Catholic

Russian Orthodox

Society of Friends (Quakers)
Syriac Orthodox

United Church of Christ



Determine Location and Denomination

Obituaries may mention the church where the funeral took place.

Marriage record. If your ancestors were married by church authority, it will state the name of the clergyman
and sometimes the church.

Cemetery they were buried in. Some churches have their own cemeteries. If they were buried in a church
cemetery, they belonged to the church at one point.

Family Bible might reveal which church the family belonged to.
County histories may contain information about the local churches in the areaq.

Check the city directory to see what churches were in the neighborhood. Some denominations had
congregations by ethnic type (Irish, German, English, African-American).

Some small communities only had one church, so most residents would have attended that church.

Your ancestor may have fraveled some distance to aftend a church in the next town or county, if the
denomination was important.

If you know your ancestor's country of origin, it can give you a clue as to their religion.




Obtaining U.S. Church Records
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May be kept at the church itself — contact directly

Church archives or denomination headquarters — may be available online
Familysearch.org

Genealogical or Historical Societies

College and public libraries

Family History Centers

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United States Church Records#Maj

or Religious Denominations



https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Church_Records#Major_Religious_Denominations

International Church Records

» Family Search Wiki: hitps://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page

» If fown is known: hifps://www.familysearch.org/

» Genealogical terms: https://www.thoughtco.com/german-genealogical-
word-list-1421985



https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.thoughtco.com/german-genealogical-word-list-1421985
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