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Cutting The Cord 



Current Topics 

• Quicktime for Windows goes End-Of-Life.  Uninstall it now. 

• Prime Video now offers monthly option 

• FCC pushing “Unlock The Box” 
• Cable box rental is a $20 Billion/year revenue stream for Comcast, Time 

Warner Cable, and AT&T 

• Option to own the box 

• Option for new innovative boxes 

• Potential benefit to Google and Apple 

• Apple – Today may announce first ever YoY drop in iPhones sales. 





Potential Digital Connections To Your House 

 Power -- data at low bandwidth and dangerous 
 Twisted Pair/Phone –Voice and low end data-over-voice (DSL) 
 Coaxial Cable – Digital content with significant data rates (50-100Mbps) 
 Fiber – Digital content with very significant data rates (100Mbps – 1Gbps) 
 Cellular – Likely 4G (100 Mbps) with 5G coming (1Gbps) 
 



Things To Keep In Mind 

• Huge changes are coming 

• We just at the beginning and “early adopters” enjoy both benefits and 
growing pains 

• In the end, this will be more cost effective but not “free” 

• Integration is still a challenge 



Voice 

• Regardless of option – you can almost certainly keep you existing 
phone number when you move services but it takes time 

 
• Telecommunications Act of 1996, requires all local exchange carriers (LECs) to offer number portability in accordance with the regulations of 

the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).[18] The FCC implemented regulations on 27 June 1996, with LECs required to implement 
them in the 100 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas by 1 October 1997 and elsewhere by 31 December 1998.[19] (The regulations are 
currently located at 47 C.F.R. 52 Subpart C, 47 C.F.R. 52.20 et seq.) The North American Numbering Council (NANC) was directed to select 
the Local Number Portability Administrators (LNPAs), akin to the North American Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA) which administers 
the North American Numbering Plan.[20] 

• LNP was first implemented in the U.S. upon the establishment of the original Number Portability Administration Center (NPAC) in Chicago, 
Illinois in 1998. This service covered select rate centers in the Ameritech region. Thereafter, as switches and telephone networks were 
upgraded with location routing number (LRN) capability, LNP was deployed sequentially to the remaining Regional Bell Operating Company 
(RBOC) areas. The U.S. FCC since has mandated Wireless Local Number Portability starting November 24, 2003 (in metropolitan areas), and 
allowed operators to charge an additional monthly Long-Term Telephone Number Portability End-Use Charge as compensation. On 
November 10, 2003, the FCC additionally ruled that number portability applies to landline numbers moving to mobile telephones and, on 
October 31, 2007, the FCC made clear that the obligation to provide LNP extends to VoIP providers.[21] 
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Voice 

• Option #1 – Just move to only cell phone. 
• “home phone” moves with you 

• Cell phone becomes your “home phone” but you need to carry it around the 
house 

• Which one to select if you have multiple cell numbers 



Voice 

• Option #2 – Voice-Over-IP (VoIP) 
• Requires reasonable internet connection 

• Can still use all existing “house phones” by connecting to existing house wires 

• Disconnect house wire from pole at the “NID” 

• Usually Red/Green or Blue/White 

 

• MagicJack - $69 first year, $99 annually 

• BasicTalk - $10/mnth 

• Vonage - $10/mnth 

• Cable Double Play - $20/mnth ($60 w/data) 



Voice 

• Option #3 – Cellular Hybrid Alternative 
• Verizon and Straight Talk offer “home connect” 

• Connects all existing “home phones” to a single cellular numbers 

• All cell phone plan options and discounts apply 

• Can still use all existing “house phones” by connecting to existing house wires 

• Disconnect house wire from pole at the “NID” 

• Usually Red/Green or Blue/White 

 

 





Voice 

• 911 service can be problematic 

• For cellular, location is provided 

• For VoIP, you can set your E911 address 







Digital Content 

• OTA – Over the Air (Problematic in Lafayette) 

• Winegard - FlatWave AIR Outdoor Amplified HDTV Antenna 

 



Digital Content 

• Internet only plan required. 
• AT&T is now limiting data on internet only plan!!  Things will get interesting. 

• Need a reasonable connection 
• 5Mbps download speed really an effective minimum.  10Mbps recommended 

 

• Equipment is different from content (mostly) 
• Steaming box sometimes bundled with content but that is changing 

 

• Apps and Services – will not address gaming today 



Digital Content 

• Steaming boxes 
• New Roku Steaming Stick - $49.99 

• No 4K support 

• No Headphone jack on remote 

• RF remote rather than IR. 

• Inexpensive, functional, lots of services available 

• Roku box - $50 - $130 
• Various options/models (https://www.roku.com/products/compare) 

• Good customer support 

• AppleTV - $149 and $199 
• New version runs apps 

• Apple eco-system option 

 

 

https://www.roku.com/products/compare


Digital Content- 

• Amazon Fire TV (http://www.amazon.com/b/?ie=UTF8&node=8521791011) 
• FireTV stick - $40 

• FireTV stick w/voice remote - $50 

• FireTV box with 4K support - $100 

• Amazon eco-system 

  

http://www.amazon.com/b/?ie=UTF8&node=8521791011


Digital Content 

• MOST are streaming device independent or will be 

• Netflix - $8 - $12/mnth 

• Amazon - $10/mnth 

• Hulu - $8/mnth 

• CBS All Access - $6/mnth 

• HBO Now - $15/mnth 

• Showtime - $11/mnth 

• SlingTV - $20/mnth 



Digital Content 

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/cable-calculator/ 
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Digital Content 

• http://www.theverge.com/a/online-tv-stream-price-guide 
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So What Should I Do? 


